
 
 

I went to the library in search of an interesting old photograph, and found a lot 
of books of Norwegian families. These books documented everything about a 
family throughout time, who married who, where they lived, what their work 
was and who their children were or grew up to be. The photograph I chose 
comes from a book named "Jakob Bjørlykke" who was the grandfather of the 
author. The subject in the photograph is his first wife whose name was Anna 
Olsdotter. I am not sure when the picture was taken, but I know that it was taken 
in the 19th century since she was married between 1881 and 1898 ( which was 
the year her sister married Jakob probably because Anna died).  
But enough history for now, let’s talk about the picture.  

 
 

The picture I chose is a simple portrait of a housewife that lived in the late 19th century’s.  
She is looking straight forward at the camera and has 
an expression difficult to grasp, maybe she is mad, 
skeptical to something, or is just making a grimace 
and will soon smile. Maybe she is not quite sure why 
the photographer wants to take her picture. 
Whichever the answer, I found her expression quite 
interesting and it definitely is one of the 
characteristics that make this picture really great, and 
made it stand out from the rest. The rest of the other 
portraits as you can see in the scan of the book are 
always looking elsewhere with no expression at all.  
 
Another characteristic that makes this picture great is 
how her body vanishes with the background leaving 
just a floating head looking straight at you. I am not 
sure if this is happened because it is a picture of bad 
quality or if the photographer was aware of the effect 
he wanted to make. But it really contributes in 
making the picture a lot more interesting and 
powerful; it makes the subject pop out even more 
towards us.  
 
The photographer was probably aware of what he 
was doing. The camera is placed at the same height of the girls head and right in front of her, this could have 
been taken with a handheld camera given that the dry plate negatives had already been invented a few years 
back, but my guess is that she was sitting in front of the camera since this was taken in Norway and, I am not 
sure how fast that technology had spread throughout the world. Anyway, the camera position was crucial to 
the success of this photograph because it portrays the feeling of being watched, it also gives us a direct 
connection with Anna. I would also say that the position of the camera makes the picture more intimate, so 
maybe it was taken for her husband to carry around when he was away.   
 
I really like this picture because it is like a ghost looking at me from the past popping out of the frame and 
inviting me to see her memories and to remember her. It is also artistic and I loved the vanishing effect. I also 
liked it because it was kind of unique, since it was one of only two pictures they found of her.  

 


